
What Do We Learn from the Baptism of Noah? 

 

The ark, which corresponded to baptism, was a sign of the righteousness that comes through faith 

Hebrews 11:7  By faith Noah, being warned by God about things not yet seen, in reverence prepared 

an ark for the salvation of his household, by which he condemned the world, and became an heir of 

the righteousness which is according to faith. 

1 Peter 3:20-21  
20

 …in the days of Noah, during the construction of the ark, in which a few, that is, 

eight persons, were brought safely through the water.  
21

 Corresponding to that, baptism now saves 

you-- not the removal of dirt from the flesh, but an appeal to God for a good conscience-- through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ, 

 

Noah alone was righteous in his generation 

Genesis 7:1  Then the LORD said to Noah, "Enter the ark, you and all your household, for you alone 

[singular in Hebrew] I have seen to be righteous before Me in this time. 

 

Circumcision was a sign of the righteousness that comes through faith 

Romans 4:11   and he received the sign of circumcision, a seal of the righteousness of the faith 

which he had while uncircumcised…  

 

Four things that flow from the text:  

1. The sign of circumcision is clearly said to be a seal of the righteousness that comes by faith 

2. Although Abraham was not circumcised as an infant, infant circumcision (i.e., receiving the sign 

of the Covenant) was the norm for "Abraham's seed"  

3. Circumcision meant the same thing for Abraham's seed as it did for Abraham (i.e., a seal of the 

righteousness that comes through faith).  There is no exegetical reason whatsoever to believe that 

it had a unique meaning for Abraham, and that it meant something entirely different for his seed.  

4. In the New Covenant economy, Christians are the seed of Abraham (cf. Galatians 3:27-29) 

 

Conclusions 

• Both circumcision and baptism are identified in Scripture as signs of the righteousness that comes 

through faith 

• The ark baptism pictured the household baptisms in the New Testament.  Although his whole family 

was “baptized” by entering “the ark of salvation,” Noah alone was righteous in his generation. 

• It is important to distinguish between sign and thing signified.  Baptism is a sign of salvation, not 

salvation itself.  Nor does the sign confer or cause that which it signifies 

o The sign is visible/external; the thing signified is invisible/internal 

o The sign is applied to the visible church; the thing signified is to the invisible church 

o The thing signified may precede, follow, or happen at the same time as the sign. 

o Catholic (same time only); Baptist (precede only) 

• Therefore, just as the children of believers were to be circumcised, they are now to be baptized. 


