
Chris Villi 

 November 2012 

1 

 

Biblical Voting 
On the Basis of Principles, not Pragmatism 

 

Christians are called to take their civic responsibility seriously and to vote in a manner that 

demonstrates biblical fidelity.  In the pursuit to do so, many questions arise, such as: “Is it appropriate to 

vote for a non-Christian?” and “Is it reasonable to vote for the ‘lesser of the evils?’” 

The answers to these questions, and others like them, become clear when one understands the 

scriptural requirements for holding civil office.  This brief essay will offer guidelines for identifying 

qualified civil rulers as well as answer a few common questions. 

 

Biblical Guidelines for Identifying Qualified Civil Leaders 

To vote in a God-honoring way, one must first discern which candidates, if any, are biblically-

qualified to hold civil office.  The following three fundamental guidelines provide the means for proper 

discrimination of candidates. 

First, a biblically-qualified candidate for civil office is one who understands the nature of the 

office.  The apostle Paul made it clear that all governmental leaders are ministers of God (Romans 13:4).
1
  

Thus, believers in Christ must refrain from voting for those who do not see themselves as such.   

Second, a biblically-qualified candidate for civil office is one who is properly equipped for the 

office.  Rulers, as God’s ministers, have been appointed by Him to punish evildoers and praise those who 

do well (1 Peter 2:14).
2
  Such discernment is not possible for unbelievers, who themselves are categorized 

by Scripture as evildoers and hostile God-haters (Colossians 1:21).
3
  The “throne” cannot be established 

                                                
1 Romans 13:4  “for it [governing authority] is a minister of God to you for good. But if you do what is 

evil, be afraid; for it does not bear the sword for nothing; for it is a minister of God, an avenger who brings wrath on 

the one who practices evil.”  All Scripture references are from NASB unless otherwise noted. 
2 1 Peter 2:14  “or to governors as sent by him for the punishment of evildoers and the praise of those who 

do right.” 
3 Colossians 1:21  “And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,” 
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in righteousness (Proverbs 16:10, 12)
4
 when an ungodly, depraved individual is seated upon it!  If it is an 

abomination for rulers to commit wickedness (see Proverbs 16:12 again), how can it make sense for an 

unbeliever to be in power, since unregenerate men are ungodly (Romans 4:5),
5
 wicked (Jeremiah 17:9),

 6
 

unrighteous (Romans 3:10),
 7
 objects of God’s wrath (Ephesians 2:3),

 8
 and enemies of God (Colossians 

1:21)?
9
  The Bible says that the fear of God is the beginning of wisdom. (Proverbs 9:10).

10
  Thus, a 

believer should never vote for being under the authority and leadership of someone who does not fear 

God and therefore does not possess true wisdom.  On the contrary, Scripture teaches that unbelievers are 

under the power of Satan (2 Corinthians 4:3-4),
11

 dwell in darkness (John 1:4-5),
12

 are blind and deaf 

(John 8:43-44, 47),
13

 cannot understand the truth (1 Corinthians 2:14),
14

 and cannot please God (Romans 

8:7-8).
15

  Qualified men are required not only to fear God, but also to love the truth and hate corruption 

(Exodus 18:21).
16

  However, unbelievers suppress the truth in unrighteousness (Romans 1:18),
17

 because 

                                                
4 Proverbs 16:10, 12   “A divine decision is in the lips of the king; His mouth should not err in judgment ...  

It is an abomination for kings to commit wicked acts, For a throne is established on righteousness.” 
5 Romans 4:5  “But to the one who does not work, but believes in Him who justifies the ungodly, his faith 

is credited as righteousness,” 
6 Jeremiah 17:9, NKJV  “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately wicked; Who can know 

it?” 
7 Romans 3:10  “as it is written, "THERE IS NONE RIGHTEOUS, NOT EVEN ONE;” 
8 Ephesians 2:3  “Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires of 

the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest.” 
9 Colossians 1:21, NIV  “Once you were alienated from God and were enemies in your minds because of 

your evil behavior.” 
10 Proverbs 9:10  “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, And the knowledge of the Holy One 

is understanding.” 
11 2 Corinthians 4:3-4  “And even if our gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who are perishing,  in whose 

case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel 

of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 
12 John 1:4-5  “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  The Light shines in the darkness, and 

the darkness did not comprehend it.” 
13 John 8:43-44, 47  “Why do you not understand what I am saying? It is because you cannot hear My 

word.  You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father … He who is of God hears the 

words of God; for this reason you do not hear them, because you are not of God." 
14 1 Corinthians 2:14  “But a natural man does not accept the things of the Spirit of God, for they are 

foolishness to him; and he cannot understand them, because they are spiritually appraised.” 
15 Romans 8:7-8  “because the mind set on the flesh is hostile toward God; for it does not subject itself to 

the law of God, for it is not even able to do so,  8 and those who are in the flesh cannot please God.” 
16 Exodus 18:21  “Furthermore, you shall select out of all the people able men who fear God, men of truth, 

those who hate dishonest gain; and you shall place these over them as leaders of thousands, of hundreds, of fifties 

and of tens.” 
17 Romans 1:18  “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and 

unrighteousness of men who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,” 
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they have futile minds and foolish hearts (Romans 1:21).
18

  They are fools (Romans 1:22)
19

 and idolaters 

(Romans 1:23).
20

  These morally depraved people (Romans 1:28) 
21

 are filled with sin and are 

untrustworthy (Romans 1:29-31)
 22

 and undiscerning (Romans 1:32).
23

    

Third, a biblically-qualified candidate for civil office is one who self-consciously recognizes and 

promotes the kingship of Jesus Christ over all people.  Governmental leaders must respect and submit to 

Christ’s ultimate authority as King over all (Psalm 2, Isaiah 33:22; Ephesians 1:20-22; Colossians 2:10).
24

  

Christ created all things for His glory, including rulers and authorities.  Therefore, rulers must see their 

authority as derived by and for Christ and gladly give Him all glory (Colossians 1:16).
25

  These God-

fearing leaders are commanded to be consumed with praise and adoration for the Lord and to call their 

subjects to do the same (Psalm 148:11-14).
26

 

 

                                                
18 Romans 1:21  “For even though they knew God, they did not honor Him as God or give thanks, but they 

became futile in their speculations, and their foolish heart was darkened.” 
19 Romans 1:22  “Professing to be wise, they became fools,” 
20 Romans 1:23  “and exchanged the glory of the incorruptible God for an image in the form of corruptible 

man and of birds and four-footed animals and crawling creatures.” 
21 Romans 1:28  “And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God gave them over to a 

depraved mind, to do those things which are not proper,” 
22 Romans 1:29-31  “being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; full of envy, murder, 

strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, 

disobedient to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, unmerciful;” 
23 Romans 1:32  “and although they know the ordinance of God, that those who practice such things are 

worthy of death, they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to those who practice them.” 
24 Psalm 2:6-12  “But as for Me, I have installed My King Upon Zion, My holy mountain.  I will surely tell 

of the decree of the LORD: He said to Me, 'You are My Son, Today I have begotten You.  Ask of Me, and I will 

surely give the nations as Your inheritance, And the very ends of the earth as Your possession.  You shall break 

them with a rod of iron, You shall shatter them like earthenware.'   Now therefore, O kings, show discernment; Take 

warning, O judges of the earth.  Worship the LORD with reverence And rejoice with trembling.  Do homage to the 

Son, that He not become angry, and you perish in the way, For His wrath may soon be kindled. How blessed are all 

who take refuge in Him!;”  Isaiah 33:22  “For the LORD is our judge, The LORD is our lawgiver, The LORD is our 

king; He will save us;”  Ephesians 1:20-22  “which He brought about in Christ, when He raised Him from the dead 

and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, 

and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come.  And He put all things in subjection 

under His feet, and gave Him as head over all things to the church;”  Colossians 2:10  “and in Him you have been 

made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority” 
25 Colossians 1:16  “For by Him all things were created, both in the heavens and on earth, visible and 

invisible, whether thrones or dominions or rulers or authorities-- all things have been created through Him and for 

Him.” 
26 Psalm 148:11-13  “Kings of the earth and all peoples; Princes and all judges of the earth; Both young 

men and virgins; Old men and children.  Let them praise the name of the LORD, For His name alone is exalted; His 

glory is above earth and heaven.” 
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Answers to Common Questions 

Some assume that no biblical passage set in the context of a theocracy has application to 

Christians in twenty-first century America.  However, many of the texts cited above contain universal 

leadership principles.  For example, Isaiah 33:22 states that God is the ultimate judge, lawgiver, and king.  

Regardless of governmental structure, it is always true that God is king and all people are to obey Him 

(cf. Psalm 33:8).
27

  General descriptors, such as those given in Colossians 1:16, cover every form of 

government.  Psalm 148 states that “kings” should praise the Lord, but it does not stop there.  All people – 

young, old, men, women, and children – are all to praise Him.  This includes all leaders of every rank as 

well as those from all strata of society. 

What about the sovereignty of God and passages like Proverbs 21:1 and Romans 13:1? 
28

  

Scripture contains the accounts of God granting authority to the likes of Nebuchadnezzar (Jeremiah 

25:9),
29

 Pilate (John 19:11a)
30

 and the beast (Revelation 13:5-8).
31

  It is true that no one will ever be 

elected into office without the ordination of the sovereign Lord.  This fact in no way gives Christians a 

“green light” to vote for unqualified candidates as if by doing so they could somehow effect the will of 

God.  Perhaps a Christian who does not properly understand and appreciate the sovereignty of God may 

                                                
27 Psalm 33:8, 10 -18  “Let all the earth fear the LORD; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of 

Him … The LORD nullifies the counsel of the nations; He frustrates the plans of the peoples.  The counsel of the 

LORD stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation.  Blessed is the nation whose God is the 

LORD, The people whom He has chosen for His own inheritance.  The LORD looks from heaven; He sees all the 

sons of men; From His dwelling place He looks out On all the inhabitants of the earth, He who fashions the hearts of 

them all, He who understands all their works.  The king is not saved by a mighty army; A warrior is not delivered by 
great strength.  A horse is a false hope for victory; Nor does it deliver anyone by its great strength.  Behold, the eye 

of the LORD is on those who fear Him, On those who hope for His lovingkindness,” 
28 Proverbs 21:1  “The king's heart is like channels of water in the hand of the LORD; He turns it wherever 

He wishes.”  Romans 13:1  “Every person is to be in subjection to the governing authorities. For there is no 

authority except from God, and those which exist are established by God.” 
29 Jeremiah 25:9  “behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,' declares the LORD, 'and I will 

send to Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against this land and against its 

inhabitants and against all these nations round about; and I will utterly destroy them and make them a horror and a 

hissing, and an everlasting desolation.” 
30 John 19:11a  “Jesus answered, "You would have no authority over Me, unless it had been given you 

from above” 
31 Revelation 13:5-8  “There was given to him a mouth speaking arrogant words and blasphemies, and 

authority to act for forty-two months was given to him.  And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to 

blaspheme His name and His tabernacle, that is, those who dwell in heaven.  It was also given to him to make war 

with the saints and to overcome them, and authority over every tribe and people and tongue and nation was given to 

him.  All who dwell on the earth will worship him, everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation 

of the world in the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain.” 
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think as much.  Interestingly enough, the aforementioned passages assert quite the opposite.  In fact, Paul 

wrote Romans 13:1 while Nero was emperor of Rome!  The ordination of ungodly people to office is 

proof of God’s absolute sovereignty.  Ignoring the clear injunctions of the Word of God while clamoring 

to “vote in the lesser of two evils” in order to “save the country” is a man-centered, pragmatic approach.  

Perhaps God may very well intend to ordain the more evil of the two as a means for effecting judgment 

on an ungodly society?  God is sovereign, His secret counsel of His heart is unknown to us, and the 

course of history is up to Him.  As His agents, Christians are responsible for what we do know; we are 

constrained by the revealed will of God as specified in the Scriptures and must vote accordingly.  As 

demonstrated above, Scripture regulates our voting by dictating clear qualifications for civil office.  Thus, 

Christians are required to vote according to principles, not pragmatism.  When one properly understands 

the doctrine of total depravity, he can never vote for an unbeliever; when one properly appreciates God’s 

absolute sovereignty, he can rest knowing that the candidate of God’s choosing will be elected into office 

regardless of who he voted for or whether he voted at all.   

 

Conclusion 

Scripture provides basic principles regarding qualifications for civil office and thereby endows 

believers with much-needed guidance for voting.  Biblically qualified rulers are Christians who see 

themselves as divinely-appointed ministers called to rule in righteousness and wisdom under the kingship 

and authority of Christ for the good of His people.  If none of the candidates for office meets these 

criteria, voters have the option of writing in a qualified candidate or not casting a vote.  In following these 

guidelines, Christian voters will honor God, remain faithful to Scripture, and have a clear conscience, 

knowing that they have properly obeyed the revealed will of God as declared in the Scriptures. 


