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Kingdom, Covenants and Canon of the Old Testament 
Lesson 3 - Divine Covenants
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I. Kingdom and Covenants 

A. Archaeological Discoveries: Suzerain-Vassal Treaties – Designed by kings for the 

administration of their kingdoms 

1. Royal benevolence 

2. Vassal loyalty – Regulations and expectations 

3. Consequences – Blessings/rewards and curses/punishments 

B. Biblical Insights 

1. “Covenant” describes many different relationships (nations, tribes, spouses, etc.) 

2. Divine Covenants – Covenants that God made with people (six made – Adam, Noah, 

Abraham, Moses, David, and Christ). 

3. God’s covenant with Moses as illustration of suzerain-vassal treaties (Exodus 19:4-6) 

 

II. History of the Covenants 

A. God introduced covenants throughout history that addressed the particular issues that 

people were facing at each stage of the Kingdom 

B. Universal Covenants – Made between God and all of humanity 

1. God’s Covenant with Adam (Genesis 1-3) 

a. Three evidences that covenant was made: (1) Three elements of covenant present; 

(2) Hosea 6:7; (3) Genesis 6:18 (confirmation of covenant with Adam) 

b. A covenant of foundations 

2. God’s Covenant with Noah (Genesis 6, 9) 

a. A confirmation or furthering of God’s covenant with Adam 

b. A covenant of stability 

C. National Covenants – Concerned with Israel as special, chosen people of God 

1. God’s Covenant with Abraham (Genesis 15, 17) 

a. Set Israel apart to be God’s instrument to bring His kingdom to the whole earth 

b. A covenant of promise 

2. God’s Covenant with Moses (Exodus 19-24) 

a. Built on and in harmony with the Abrahamic covenant (Exodus 32:13) 

b. A covenant of law 

                                                
1 Third Millennium Ministries, http://vimeo.com/28987760 
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3. God’s Covenant with David (Psalm 89:3-4) 

a. Closely associated with the previously established covenants (1 Chronicles 6:16) 

b. A covenant of kingship 

D. New Covenant (Jeremiah 31:31-34; Ezekiel 37:26) 

1. Came to fulfillment in Christ (1 Corinthians 11:25) 

2. God’s administration of His Kingdom in its final stage – New Testament age 

3. A covenant of fulfillment in three phases: 

a. Inaugurated through earthly ministry of Christ and His apostles 

b. Continuation during current age 

c. Reaches its fullness at Christ’s coming and consummation 

 

III. Dynamics of the Covenants 

A. Each covenant administration emphasized and highlighted different things that were not 

the only aspects of covenant life 

B. Each covenant administration included all three elements of S-V treaties (divine 

benevolence, human loyalty, consequences) 

 

IV. People of the Covenants 

A. Divisions of Humanity 

1. Mistake of two-fold division of humanity: (1) Saved people within the covenants; (2) 

Unsaved  people outside the covenants (mistake is assuming that covenant 

membership consists of saved people only) 

2. Division of people within divine covenants – Every covenant included both believers 

and unbelievers 

a. The majority of Israelites were unbelievers, even though they were in covenant 

with God 

b. The New Covenant promises that, at some point, everyone in it will be believers 

i. This will happen when the New Covenant reaches its consummation 

ii. Until then, there will always be true believers, as well as professing 

unbelievers in the covenant (1 John 2:19) 

3. Division of people included and excluded from divine covenants 

a. Gentile nations were, for the most part, excluded from God’s national covenants; 

those included were primarily Jews (Ephesians 2:11-12) 

b. A three-fold division of humanity can been seen from the the Abrahamic 

Covenant to the Consummation: (1) Believers within the covenants; (2) 

Unbelievers within the covenants; (2) Unbelievers outside the covenants 
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B. Application of Dynamics 

1. Unbelievers excluded from the covenants 

a. Experience common grace and all aspects of the universal covenants (i.e., Adamic 

and Noahic) 

b. Obligated to be loyal to their Creator and are without excuse (Romans 1) 

c. Temporary blessings but will be eternally cursed when Christ returns 

2. Unbelievers included in the covenants 

a. God has shown more mercy and kindness (not saving grace) to these people than 

to those outside the covenants (Romans 9:4) 

b. These folks have heightened responsibility (Luke 12:48) 

c. They experience heightened blessings/curses in this life and will be eternally 

cursed when Christ returns (Hebrews 10:28-29) 

3. Believers included in the covenants 

a. Forgiveness of sins, eternal fellowship with God, etc. (Romans 8:1) 

b. Loyal obedience out of gratitude for what Christ has done (Romans 8:12-13) 

c. Temporary blessings and discipline (Hebrews 12:6) in this life and eternal 

blessings when Christ returns (Revelation 21:7) 


