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Introduction 

1. God’s covenants are His gracious 
instruments for the accomplishment of 
His purpose that the creation should 
serve Him. The covenant character of 
revelation appears in all the Scripture 
and binds the sixty-six books together 
in one unified Word of God. It gives 
the two divisions of the Bible their 
names, the Old Testament and the New 
Testament, or Covenant (Jer. 31:31-33; 
Heb. 8:13). The covenant concept lies 
at the heart of the Westminster Con-

fession of Faith and the Testimony of 
the Reformed Presbyterian Church of 
North America. 

2. Covenant revelation began with 
God’s first conversation with man. 
God made him ruler over all things, 
His servant and colaborer in achieving 
His purpose for the creation (Gen. 2:
15). This covenant directed man’s ac-
tivity and promised him life through 
obedience to God’s Word. Thus it was 
a “Covenant of Life” (Shorter Catechism 
12), confirmed by the curse of death 
for disobedience. By work and rest, 
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after the pattern of his Creator, man 
was to demonstrate his dependence on 
God and his hope of final consumma-
tion of God’s purpose. This covenant 
required man to respond to God to 
the full capacity of his being as the 
image of God. 

3. When Adam broke the covenant 
by disobedience death came upon 
him and all mankind since they were 
included in the covenant. But God de-
layed the final sentence of death, and 
promised victory over Satan through 
the seed of the woman. Man’s mandate 
to subdue the earth continued, but he 
must toil in grief under the curse that 
God placed upon the whole creation. 
God’s purpose for creation would be 
accomplished through the Covenant 
of Grace. 

4. The remainder of Scripture is the 
gradual unfolding of the Covenant of 
Grace through a series of covenants, 
each developing a particular element 
of the one preceding it and preparing 
for a more complete accomplishment. 
The call of the elect people, ultimately 
to include all nations, to live by faith 
in obedience was set forth in succes-
sive covenants made with Abraham, 
the nation of Israel, and David. 

5. In the fulness of time God brought 
forth His Son, born of a virgin, of the 
seed of David. He obeyed the Cov-
enant of Life on behalf of His people 
and offered Himself as a sacrifice to 
die, once for all, in their place and to 
appear for them on the throne of God 
in heaven. Thus Jesus obeyed as man, 
died for man and sat down in heaven 
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to rule over all things and bring His 
covenant people to share His throne 
and glory (Luke 22:30). 

6. In the Covenant of Grace all men are 
called to repentance and obedience. By 
the grace of God through the merit of 
Christ and the convicting work of the 
Holy Spirit, God’s people are saved, 
sanctified (Lev. 22:32; Heb. 2:11), and 
given one mind and heart to serve 
Him. Thus God is always reaching 
out to men. The covenant people are 
bound to one another in their Head, 
Jesus Christ. They are children of the 
covenant bearing witness corporately 
to His lordship over every sphere of 
their life. There is nothing outside of 
His dominion. 

7. Israel frequently responded to 
God by covenanting with Him to 
live in faithfulness to the covenant 
given through Moses (Josh. 24), or to 
bring about reform after apostasy (2 
Chron. 15:12; 29:10; 34:29-32; Neh. 9:
38). These were solemn agreements 
between the people and God that they 
would observe His revealed law in 
particular circumstances in their day 
(Neh. 9:38; 10:29). Though these are 
covenants, they are to be distinguished 
from the covenants given by God to 
Adam, Noah, Abraham, Israel, David 
and from the new covenant. 

8. The whole creation is under God’s 
covenant to accomplish His will 
through Christ, the Mediator, by the 
Holy Spirit (Gen. 9:9-16; Ps. 114; Jer. 
33:20-21; Rom. 8:20-22). 
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1. The distance between God and 
the creature is so great, that although 
reasonable creatures do owe obedi-
ence unto Him as their Creator, yet 
they could never have any fruition of 
Him as their blessedness and reward, 
but by some voluntary condescension 
on God’s part, which He hath been 
pleased to express by way of covenant. 
Isa. 40:13-17; Job 9:32-33; 1 Sam. 2:25; 
Ps. 113:5-6; Ps. 100:2-3; Job 22:2-3; Job 
35:7-8; Luke 17:10; Acts 17:24-25. 

2. The first covenant made with man 
was a covenant of works, wherein life 
was promised to Adam, and in him to 
his posterity, upon condition of perfect 
and personal obedience. 
Gal. 3:12; Rom. 10:5; Rom. 5:12-20; 
Gen. 2:17; Gal. 3:10. 

3. Man by his fall, having made him-
self incapable of life by that covenant, 
the Lord was pleased to make a sec-
ond, commonly called the covenant 
of grace; wherein He freely offereth 
unto sinners life and salvation by Jesus 
Christ, requiring of them faith in Him 
that they may be saved, and promising 
to give unto all those that are ordained 
unto life His Holy Spirit, to make them 
willing and able to believe. 
Gal. 3:21; Rom. 8:3; Rom. 3:20-21; Gen. 
3:15; Isa. 42:6; Mark 16:15-16; John 3:
16; Rom. 10:6, 9; Gal. 3:11; Ezek. 36:
26-27; John 6:44-45. 

Chapter 7: Of God’s Covenant with Man 

(Larger Catechism: 30-36; Shorter Catechism: 16-20) 

1. We reject the teaching that Adam was 
not a covenant head and representative 
of all his descendants. We reject the 
view that Adam’s headship involves 
any injustice. 

2. By this principle of covenant head-
ship the guilt and penalty of sin come 
upon all men by Adam’s one sin; and 
by the obedience of Christ, the second 
covenant head, righteousness and life 
come upon all men who believe. 
Rom. 5:12-21. 

3. The Covenant of Works has not 
been revoked. All men remain under 
its requirement of perfect obedience 
and will have to give account ac-
cording to it at the last judgment. In 
the Covenant of Grace Jesus Christ 
has fulfilled the requirements of the 
Covenant of Works for His people. By 
His death Christ secured the delay of 
the full penalty of death for sin (the 
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second death, Rev. 20:14-15) for all 
men. They therefore may enjoy the 
creation and have some fruitful toil in 
it for God’s glory, even though they be 
rebellious against Him. This is usually 
called common grace. 
Heb. 12:14; 2 Cor. 5:10, 21; Col. 1:16-20; 
1 Cor. 8:6; Gen. 4:20-24; Ps. 76:10. 

4. We reject the concept that God ex-
tends grace to any man apart from the 
atoning work of Christ. 
Isa. 45:1-4 with Rom. 3:21-26; Acts 
17:30-31.

5. By the Covenant of Grace, God 
brings the elect into fellowship with 
Himself. This fellowship begins in this 
life when man repents and believes 
in Jesus Christ; it is a fuller fellowship 
when at death men depart to be with 
Christ; and it will be made perfect when 
believers shall be raised up in glory. 
1 Thess. 4:16-17; 1 Cor. 15:52. 

4. This covenant of grace is frequently 
set forth in Scripture by the name of a 
Testament, in reference to the death 
of Jesus Christ the Testator, and to the 
everlasting inheritance, with all things 
belonging to it, therein bequeathed. 
Heb. 9:15-17; Heb. 7:22; Luke 22:20; 
1 Cor. 11:25. 

5. This covenant was differently ad-
ministered in the time of the law, and 
in the time of the gospel: under the 
law, it was administered by promises, 
prophecies, sacrifices, circumcision, 
the paschal lamb, and other types 
and ordinances delivered to the 
people of the Jews, all fore-signify-
ing Christ to come: which were, for 
that time, sufficient and efficacious, 
through the operation of the Spirit, to 
instruct and build up the elect in faith 
in the promised Messiah, by whom 
they had full remission of sins, and 
eternal salvation; and is called, the 
Old Testament. 
2 Cor. 3:6-9; Heb. 8––10; Rom. 4:11; 
Col. 2:11-12; 1 Cor. 5:7; 1 Cor. 10:1-4; 
Heb. 11:13; John 8:56; Gal. 3:7-9, 14. 

6. Under the gospel, when Christ, 
the substance, was exhibited, the 
ordinances in which this covenant 
is dispensed are the preaching of 
the Word, and the administration of 
the sacraments of Baptism and the 
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6. We reject the teaching that God will 
reinstate the temple and its rites and 
ceremonies. 
Heb. 9:1-10, 28. 

7. We reject the teaching that salvation 
is or has been available in any way 
other than by the grace offered and 
confirmed in Christ. 
Rom. 3:20-26; Acts 4:12. 

Lord’s Supper: which, though fewer in 
number, and administered with more 
simplicity, and less outward glory; yet, 
in them, it is held forth in more fulness, 
evidence, and spiritual efficacy, to all 
nations, both Jews and Gentiles; and 
is called the New Testament. There are 
not therefore two covenants of grace, 
differing in substance, but one and the 
same, under various dispensations. 
Col. 2:17; Matt. 28:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-
25; Heb. 12:22-28; Jer. 31:33-34; Matt. 
28:19; Eph. 2:15-19; Luke 22:20; Gal. 
3:14, 16; Rom. 3:21-23, 30; Ps. 32:1 
with Rom. 4:3, 6, 16-17, 23-24; Heb. 
13:8; Acts 15:11. 

1. It pleased God, in His eternal pur-
pose, to choose and ordain the Lord 
Jesus, His only begotten Son, to be the 
Mediator between God and man; the 
Prophet, Priest, and King, the Head 
and Saviour of His Church, the Heir 
of all things, and Judge of the world: 
unto whom He did from all eternity 
give a people, to be His seed, and to 
be by Him in time redeemed, called, 
justified, sanctified, and glorified. 
Isa. 42:1; 1 Pet. 1:19-20; John 3:16; 1 
Tim. 2:5; Acts 3:22; Heb. 5:5-6; Ps. 2:
6; Luke 1:33; Eph. 5:23; Heb. 1:2; Acts 
17:31; John 17:6; Ps. 22:30; Isa. 53:10; 
1 Tim. 2:6; Isa. 55:4-5; 1 Cor. 1:30. 

2. The Son of God, the second person 
in the Trinity, being very and eternal 
God, of one substance and equal with 
the Father, did, when the fulness of 

Chapter 8: Of Christ the Mediator 

(Larger Catechism: 32-55, 57; Shorter Catechism: 21-28)

1. Jesus Christ, as Mediator, governs 
all creatures and all their actions for 
His own glory. Submission is due to 
Him from all men and angels. All men, 
in every possible relation and condi-
tion, are under obligation to promote 
His gracious purposes according to 
His law. The holy angels minister, 
under His direction, to the heirs of 
salvation. 
Eph. 1:20-22; Heb. 2:8; Phil. 2:9-11; 
Ps. 2; Heb. 1:4. 

2. Jesus Christ, as Head over all things 
for the sake of the Church, rules in 
perfect wisdom and justice over all 
parts of His creation including wicked 
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temptation, by God’s withdrawing the 
light of His countenance, and suffer-
ing even such as fear Him to walk in 
darkness and to have no light: yet are 
they never utterly destitute of that seed 
of God, and life of faith, that love of 
Christ and the brethren, that sincer-
ity of heart, and conscience of duty, 
out of which, by the operation of the 
Spirit, this assurance may, in due time, 
be revived; and by the which, in the 
mean time, they are supported from 
utter despair. 
Song of Sol. 5:2-3, 6; Ps. 51:8, 12, 14; 
Eph. 4:30-31; Ps. 77:1-10; Matt. 26:69-
72; Ps. 31:22; Ps. 88; Isa. 50:10; 1 John 
3:9; Luke 22:32; Job 13:15; Ps. 73:15; 
Ps. 51:8, 12; Isa. 50:10; Mic. 7:7-9; Jer. 
32:40; Isa. 54:7-10; Ps. 22:1; Ps. 88. 

10. We reject the teaching that a full 
assurance of salvation is so inseparably 
connected with saving faith that a be-
liever cannot be saved without it. 

11. We reject the teaching that assurance 
of salvation leads to complacency, or 
is unimportant to the life and walk of 
faith, to prayer, and to good works. 

1. God gave to Adam a law, as a cov-
enant of works, by which He bound 
him and all his posterity to personal, 
entire, exact, and perpetual obedience; 
promised life upon the fulfilling, and 
threatened death upon the breach of 
it: and endued him with power and 
ability to keep it. 
Gen. 1:26-27 with Gen. 2:17; Rom. 2:
14-15; Rom. 10:5; Rom. 5:12, 19; Gal. 
3:10, 12; Eccl. 7:29; Job 28:28. 

2. This law, after his fall, continued 
to be a perfect rule of righteousness, 
and, as such, was delivered by God 
upon Mount Sinai, in ten command-
ments, and written in two tables: the 
four first commandments containing 
our duty towards God; and the other 

Chapter 19: Of the Law of God 

(Larger Catechism: 91-148; Shorter Catechism: 40-81) 

1. This law is still the rule of God’s 
judgment of men. Christ has fulfilled 
the requirements of the law for His 
people by His perfect obedience and 
His propitiation for their sins.
Gal. 3:10-14; Matt. 5:17-18. 
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six our duty to man. 
Jas. 1:25; Jas. 2:8, 10-12; Rom. 13:8-9; 
Deut. 5:32; Deut. 10:4; Ex. 34:1; Matt. 
22:37-40. 

3. Beside this law, commonly called 
moral, God was pleased to give to 
the people of Israel, as a church un-
der age, ceremonial laws, containing 
several typical ordinances, partly of 
worship, prefiguring Christ, His graces, 
actions, sufferings, and benefits; and 
partly holding forth divers instructions 
of moral duties. All which ceremonial 
laws are now abrogated, under the 
New Testament. 
Heb. 9; Heb. 10:1; Gal. 4:1-3; Col. 2:17; 
1 Cor. 5:7; 2 Cor. 6:17; Jude 1:23; Col. 
2:14, 16-17; Dan. 9:27; Eph. 2:15-16. 

4. To them also, as a body politic, 
He gave sundry judicial laws, which 
expired together with the State of that 
people; not obliging any other now, 
further than the general equity thereof 
may require. 
Ex. 21; Ex. 22:1-29; Gen. 49:10 with 1 
Pet. 2:13-14; Matt. 5:17, 38-39; 1 Cor. 
9:8-10. 

5. The moral law doth for ever bind 
all, as well justified persons as others, 
to the obedience thereof; and that, not 
only in regard of the matter contained 
in it, but also in respect of the author-
ity of God the Creator, who gave it: 
neither doth Christ, in the Gospel, any 
way dissolve, but much strengthen this 
obligation. 
Rom. 13:8-10; Eph. 6:2; 1 John 2:3-4, 
7-8; Jas. 2:10-11; Matt. 5:17-19; Jas. 2:8; 
Rom. 3:31. 

2. The ceremonial laws were fulfilled 
by Christ as our high priest and are 
no longer binding. 
Heb. 10:1-22. 

3. We reject the teaching that believ-
ers are not required to keep all of the 
Ten Commandments under the New 
Testament.
Matt. 5:19-20. 
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6. Although true believers be not under 
the law, as a covenant of works, to 
be thereby justified or condemned; 
yet is it of great use to them, as well 
as to others; in that, as a rule of life 
informing them of the will of God, and 
their duty, it directs, and binds them 
to walk accordingly; discovering also 
the sinful pollutions of their nature, 
hearts, and lives; so as, examining 
themselves thereby, they may come 
to further conviction of, humiliation 
for, and hatred against sin; together 
with a clearer sight of the need they 
have of Christ, and the perfection of 
His obedience. It is likewise of use to 
the regenerate, to restrain their cor-
ruptions, in that it forbids sin; and the 
threatenings of it serve to show what 
even their sins deserve; and what af-
flictions, in this life, they may expect 
for them, although freed from the 
curse thereof threatened in the law. 
The promises of it, in like manner, 
show them God’s approbation of obe-
dience, and what blessings they may 
expect upon the performance thereof; 
although not as due to them by the 
law, as a covenant of works. So as, a 
man’s doing good, and refraining from 
evil, because the law encourageth to 
the one, and deterreth from the other, 
is no evidence of his being under the 
law; and not under grace. 
Rom. 6:14; Gal. 2:16; Gal. 3:13; Gal. 
4:4-5; Acts 13:39; Rom. 8:1; Rom. 7:12, 
22, 25; Ps. 119:4-6; 1 Cor. 7:19; Gal. 
5:14, 16, 18-23; Rom. 7:7; Rom. 3:20; 
Jas. 1:23-25; Rom. 7:9, 14, 24; Gal. 
3:24; Rom. 7:24-25; Rom. 8:3-4; Jas. 
2:11; Ps. 119:101, 104, 128; Ezra 9:13-
14; Ps. 89:30-34; Lev. 26:1-14 with 2 
Cor. 6:16; Eph. 6:2-3; Ps. 37:11 with 

4. A believer’s obedience to the law 
of God is a proper expression of his 
thankfulness for the love which he has 
experienced in the Savior. 
John 14:15. 

5. We reject the view that obedience to 
God’s law is sinful legalism. 

6. Sinful legalism consists of mere 
outward conformity to the law in the 
absence of love to the Lawgiver. It often 
involves the effort to gain salvation or 
reward through such obedience, and 
the tendency to require of others a 
similar pattern of conduct. It may also 
involve adding human requirements 
that evade God’s law. 
Matt. 23:13-31; Mark 7:1-23. 
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Matt. 5:5; Ps. 19:11; Gal. 2:16; Luke 
17:10; Rom. 6:12, 14; 1 Pet. 3:8-12 with 
Ps. 34:12-16; Heb. 12:28-29. 

7. Neither are the forementioned uses 
of the law contrary to the grace of the 
Gospel, but do sweetly comply with 
it; the Spirit of Christ subduing and 
enabling the will of man to do that, 
freely and cheerfully, which the will 
of God, revealed in the law, requireth 
to be done. 
Gal. 3:21; Ezek. 36:27; Heb. 8:10 with 
Jer. 31:33. 

1. The liberty which Christ hath pur-
chased for believers under the Gospel 
consists in their freedom from the guilt 
of sin, the condemning wrath of God, 
the curse of the moral law; and, in their 
being delivered from this present evil 
world, bondage to Satan, and dominion 
of sin; from the evil of afflictions, the 
sting of death, the victory of the grave, 
and everlasting damnation; as also, in 
their free access to God, and their yield-
ing obedience unto Him, not out of 
slavish fear, but a child-like love and 
willing mind. All which were common 
also to believers under the law. But, 
under the new testament, the liberty of 
Christians is further enlarged, in their 
freedom from the yoke of the ceremo-
nial law, to which the Jewish Church 
was subjected; and in greater boldness 
of access to the throne of grace, and 
in fuller communications of the free 
Spirit of God, than believers under the 

Chapter 20: Of Christian Liberty, and Liberty of Conscience
 

(Larger Catechism: 28, 45, 83; Shorter Catechism: 2, 26) 

1. Christian liberty consists primarily in 
the believer’s freedom from the guilt 
and power of sin, in freedom from 
the ceremonial law and in freedom of 
access to God through Christ.
Titus 2:14; Rom. 6:17-19, 22; Gal. 5:1; 
Acts 15:10-11; Heb. 10:19-22. 

2. Christ sets believers free not only 
from a feeling of guilt, but from ac-
tual guilt. 

3. We reject the teaching that believers 
under the Old Testament had no such 
liberty as belongs to believers under 
the New Testament. The difference 
between the liberty enjoyed under 
the Old and New Testaments is one 
of degree rather than kind.
Ps. 32:1-5; Ps. 130:7-8. 
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Chapter 25: Of the Church 

(Larger Catechism: 60-65)

1. The catholic or universal Church 
which is invisible, consists of the whole 
number of the elect, that have been, 
are, or shall be gathered into one, 
under Christ the Head thereof; and is 
the spouse, the body, the fulness of 
Him that filleth all in all. 
Eph. 1:10, 22-23; Eph. 5:23, 27, 32; 
Col. 1:18. 

2. The visible Church, which is also 
catholic or universal under the Gospel 
(not confined to one nation as before 
under the law), consists of all those 
throughout the world that profess the 
true religion; and of their children: and 
is the kingdom of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the house and family of God, out of 
which there is no ordinary possibility 
of salvation. 
1 Cor. 1:2; 1 Cor. 12:12-13; Ps. 2:8; Rev. 
7:9; Rom. 15:9-12; 1 Cor. 7:14; Acts 2:
39; Ezek. 16:20-21; Rom. 11:16; Gen. 
3:15; Gen. 17:7; Matt. 13:47; Isa. 9:7; 
Eph. 2:19; Eph. 3:15; Acts 2:47. 

1. The Church is the body of Christ, 
which He has redeemed with His 
own blood, to be a chosen people 
unto Himself. 

2. It is the mission of the Church to 
preserve, maintain and proclaim to 
the whole world the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ and the whole counsel of God; 
to gather into her fellowship those of 
every race and people who accept 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and 
promise obedience to Him; to build 
them up in their most holy faith, and 
train them to be faithful witnesses for 
Christ in all his offices; to maintain the 
ordinances of divine worship in their 
purity; witness against all evil; and in 
every way to seek the advancement of 
the Kingdom of God on earth. 

3. The Church is one among all nations, 
yet for the purpose of corporate wor-
ship and orderly procedures, distinct 
congregations and judicatories are 
warranted. 
Acts 15:22; Acts 16:4-5; 1 Cor. 1:2; Gal. 
1:2; Phil. 1:1; Col. 4:15-16. 

4. There is a visible and an invisible 
aspect of the Church, but these are 
not two churches. 
Heb. 12:23; Rev. 3:1, 5. 

5. We reject the teaching that the Church 
originated in the New Testament and 
is an interruption of God’s plan for 
the Kingdom.
Rom. 11:17-24; Heb. 9:13-10:18.
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3. Unto this catholic visible Church 
Christ hath given the ministry, oracles, 
and ordinances of God, for the gath-
ering and perfecting of the saints, in 
this life, to the end of the world; and 
doth by His own presence and Spirit, 
according to His promise, make them 
effectual thereunto. 
1 Cor. 12:28; Eph. 4:11-13; Matt. 28:
19-20; Isa. 59:21. 

6. The Lord Jesus Christ has clothed 
His Church with power and authority. 
This authority is vested in the whole 
membership of the Church, which has 
the right to choose its officers from 
among those of its own members who 
possess the scriptural qualifications. 

7. Christ has appointed in His Word 
a particular form of government for 
the visible church. It is government 
by elders (Greek: presbyters) and is 
therefore called presbyterian. Each 
congregation should be ruled by a ses-
sion of ordained elders, elected by the 
membership of the congregation.
Acts 15:22; Acts 14:23; Acts 13:1-4; Eph. 
5:23; Col. 1:18; 2 Cor. 8:19; 1 Tim. 3:
1-7. (See Testimony, chap. 31, par. 3; 
and Directory for Church Government, 

chap. 3, sect. I and II, and chap. 4.) 

8. The permanent officers to be set 
apart by ordination are elders and dea-
cons. The office of elder is restricted 
in Scripture to men. Women as well 
as men may hold the office of deacon. 
Ordination is a solemn setting apart to 
a specific office by the laying on of the 
hands of a court of the Church and is 
not to be repeated. Installation is the 
official constitution of a relationship 
between one who is ordained and the 
congregation.
1 Tim. 2:12; 3:2; Titus 1:6. 

9. The responsibility of the elders is 
in teaching and ruling. Although all 
elders are to be able to teach, the 
Scripture recognizes a distinction in 
these functions. All elders are equal 
in the government of the Church. This 
office is referred to in Scripture by two 


